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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Date Set for 2010 Annual Muster

Mark your calendars. The MDDF command groy
has set the date for the 2010 Annual Muster. It will
held on Saturday, March 27 at the Pikesville Milit
Reservation. Activities will begin at 0700 and contir
throughout the day. The command formation will &
at 0800 on the main armory drill floor. Uniform wi
be ACU with black beret. The Annual Muster is tl
one mandatory annual training event for all member,

Get Your Orders Before You Train

MDDF Personnel in need of orders are remindg
that the request is to be made by the unit leader or
her designeand not by individuals.

The request should made to G3 through the MDD
e-mail system @mongelluzzo@mddf.us

It is important when requesting orders to indicg
the dates, times, location, purpose of the mission,
the uniform of the day.

MDDF personnel NOT listed on the orders ar
NOT authorized to participate in the mission or acti
ity regardless if they have received unit comman
approval. An individual under orders is covered by
State of Maryland's Workers Compensation and T
Liability. This is done to protect the individual and th
MDDF from lawsuits or other legal actidPsrsonnel
not on orders are not protected by this medical 3
legal coverage.

Date Set for MDDF Holiday Celebration

The MDDF Winter Holiday Party and Pot Luck Suf
per will be held at titdDDF Headquarters on Tues-
day, January 19, 2009 from 1B0BO. Uniform is

ACU or civilian casual attire. R.S.V.P. with what
wi || be bringing (hor s
to: Maj. (MD) Sierra Braiterman, HQ Commar

dant, sbraiterman@mddf.uBYOB, soft drinks will

Dear Members of the Maryland Defense Force,

As we near the end of another successful year,
tax deductible gift to the Maryland Defense Force Hou
(MDDFF). The Foundation was set up as an invest
four years ago as a result of a very generous bequI;t
(MD) Jack Waugh. The Foundation maintains this “gn
from which dividends and interest are accrued eacl} y
pose of supporting the activities and mission of the

In the past the MDDFF has supported the Annupl
various specific missions, equipment needs and sofi
set up a uniform assistance fund for newly recruiteq
bers who may not have the financial capacity to pu
uniform items. Recently the Foundation supported
tions for the newly formed MDDF Band.

The MDDFF is a 501(C)(3profit charity and cor
butions to the Foundation are tax deductible. This
Foundation. With little or no direct financial support
State of Maryland, the
dependent on support from the Foundation.
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Checks should be made payable to The MDDF
and mailed to:

Fo

1st Lt. Bill White (RET)

MDDF Foundation Treasurer
Corbyn Investment Management
Greenspring Fund

2330 West Joppa Road

Suite 110

Lutherville, MD 21093

Thank you for your consideration, and have a wonder

Col. (MD) George Rich
President, MDDF Foundation

be available.
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From the editor:

It is with great pleasure that
we present the second issue of
The Defender,
mand information journal,
chronicling the amazing and in-
spiring work of our allolunteer members.

These past few months have been quite busy fg
many of you and demonstrate the truly diverse misg
set of the Maryland Defense Force.

Our cover story reflects the renewed emphasis
role of our noncommissioned officers. | was privileg
be a guest at the fhster NCO induction ceremony.
The importance of the MDDF overall and our NCOs

particular to the larger Maryland Military Department w

demonstrated the att
top NCOs.

In preparing this issue | asked 1st Sgt. Buddy S
his thoughts about the role of the NCO. In typical N
fashion he gave me a direct, succinct and unmistak
clear answer; otraining

Training. That word just about sums up most off
what youod6ll read about
conducted a capstone FTX at Camp Fretterd in Ear
November that served as the culmination of their an
training plan to respond to laigmale civil disaster. Th
event was followed closely by a similar FTX held by
10th Medical Regiment that exposed our medical pt
sionals to a wide variety of field conditions.

Training is important but reabrld missions con-
tinue as well. You can also read about how MDDF
helped Maryland citizens fight off HLN1 this year.

|l 6d al so draw your at
| aunched i

by

n

www.mddf.maryland.gov

And of course you can
pening in the MDDF on our Facebook page. Justs
for MDDF.

| hope you enjoy this issue, but | also ask that y
us know what you think. This is your publication an
candt make it work with
atpublicaffairs@mddf.us

Hooah,
Col. Bob Hastings
Director, Public Affairs

edcasslsite that eefletts the
importance and professionalism of this organization.
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The Defenderis published by the MDDF Public Affairs O
fice in the Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall for membe
the Maryland Defense Force and their families.
Nrhe i DOfdhdertar®@ noOndcEssarily&hd offbi® Bewsl of,
éntloBesl byathefSiaté & Maryland, the Maryland Mij
Department, or the Maryland Defense Force.
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COMMANDERO®S CQO

STATE OF MARYLAND
JAMES A. ADKINS MILITARY DEPARTMENT COURTNEY B. WILSON
BRIGADIER GENERAL MARYLAND DEFENSE FORCE BRIGADIER GENERAL (MD)
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL PIKESVILLE MILITARY RESERVATION COMMANDER

610 REISTERSTOWN ROAD
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21208

22 December 2008
To the Members of the Maryland Defense Force,

I am thankful to each and every one of you for the dedicated and unselfish service that you provide to
the soldiers and citizens of the State of Maryland. Through your efforts over the course of the past year,
hundreds of soldiers and their families have benefited in so many ways and your volunteer service has
positively impacted the Maryland National Guard, the Maryland Emergency Management Agency and
the citizens of Maryland.

As of this writing, many Maryland National Guard soldiers are preparing for deployment. For some, it
will be their fourth deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring
Freedom. Thousands have returned from previous deployments this year and many of them have
benefited from the services you provide so unselfishly. Please remember our brothers and sisters who
serve our Country in any capacity this season as well as their family members.

We have come a very long way since this time last year. New missions, increased training opportunities,
and tremendous growth; all great signs of health and well being. Brigadier General James Adkins, the
Adjutant General, constantly acknowledges his thanks and pride for the generous gift of your time and
talents to the Maryland Military Department. The form and function of your work is replicated nowhere
else in America.

As we near year’s end, I wish to send my personal regards and best wishes for a joyous, bright and safe
holiday season to each one of you. Thank you for your service, I look forward to working with you in
the coming New Year.

Happy Holidays!

e s
%ZK&/{Z S

Courtney B. Wilson
Brigadier General, MDDF
Commander
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| will not forget, nor will | allow my comrades to forget

that we are professionals, Noncommissioned Officers, leaders!

ith those words, 28 noncommissioned offi- Wilson told the audience that the concept of
chrs (NCOs) of the Maryland Defense ForclCO summi t was inspired

were welcomed into the NCO corps during0NCO6é t h e me . oOWhen | he
an induction ceremony held at Naval Station Annapofiecretary of the Army had declared 2009 the Year of
on October 17, 2009. NCO, it set me thinking about the character and nat

Brig. Gen. (MD) Courtney Wilson, commandinggercf t he Maryl and Def ense

eral of the Maryland Defense Force, offered opening Explaining that the MDDF has been largely don
remar ks f or t keer NCO mouetiord dhated byithe efficer corps for a number of years, Wil
ceremony, addressing an audience of MDDF Officessdded, 061 think we all r

of the Maryland National GuaddCommand Sgt. Maj. there was an entire layer of leadership missing. It i
Brian Sann, Command Sgt. Maj. Franklin Wright, asthcere hope that, in this Year of the NCO, you,

Command Chief Master Sgt. Glenn Hadttended as NCO Corps of the MDDF will find new life, new espr
distinguished guests. de corps, new inspiration and new responsibility as @

NCOs, soldiers and family members. The senior NC@ace in the field during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, %hat
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sult of this great day. 0 sacrifices on behalf of the nation. Throughout the y
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Sann, Command Sgt. Mg Army is honoring NCOs through initiatives ali

bar,
nd

of the Maryland National Guard was the keynotevents that enhance awareness and public understanding

speaker . Sann tol d t he ofNHée@&s andorgsponsibilgies ef totay'® NCH,eared

soul, the nervous system, and the eyes and ears thahenee and accelerate the development of NCOs thrg

abl e MDDF to successf ul | ydumtemmfthesstard leadershiprdévslapientnnitia
The solemn and dignified ceremony, meant to syfhe MDDF is not part of the Army but follows Army

bolize the significance of the transition to NCO, begarustoms, courtesies and traditions.

with a tribute to fallen soldiers and the playing of Taps. 0 Thi s i s a great step

Several readings highlighting the history of the NC&f t he Maryl and Defense

corps, the role of NCOs as leaders and mentors, and the

NCO values were conducted by MDDF NCOs and jun-

ior soldiers. Ceremonial support was provided by the

MDDF Cavalry Troop, the MDDF Band and the Mary-

land National Guard JoiRbrceColor Guard. Creed of the Noncommissioned Officer
Planning for the ceremony was coordinated by F

Sgt. (MD) Ronald Scott of the MDDF Engineer Corg  No one is more professional than I. | am a Nongol

who said the NCO Council, consisting of the seni| missioned Officer, a leader of soldiers. As a Norjcqd

NCOs of each of MDDFOs { missioned Officer, I realize that | am a member| 5

planning the event since June. time honored corps, which is known as "The Backbg

0The induction cer emon .
of the Army". | am proud of the Corps of Noncom
newed focus on the NCO, and is intended to enhance y P P

professionalism and espr
NCOs while acknowledging their many accomplig
ments, 6 said Scott. 0 Wa
held by members of our own cavalry unit was a hy | p | saf
honor and meant we have turned a new page in pieasure, pro It GF [PEFZAE] SEIER], .
MDDF and that our NCOs and the soldiers they leq . C_:_o_mpet_ence is my watchword. I_\/Iy LAy k_)asmr
wi |l be ready when calle sibilities will always be uppermost in my miadcom
The formal induction into the NCO corps waj ! ! > |
marked by the NCO Charge led by Command Sgt. N |.WI|| strive to remain tactically and technlcally )
Sann and the reading the NCO Creed by the group| €i€nt. | am aware of my role as a Noncommissjor
inductees. Each inducted NCO then marched throug Officer. I will fulfill my responsibilities inherent in [hg
saber arch and was presented a persona”zed certit role. All soldiers are entitled to OUtStanding leadergh
commemorating the event. will provide that leadership. | know my soldiers @n
In remarks during the ceremony, Sann reminded | will always place their needs above my own. | wil
newly inducted NCOs of their responsibilities to lead § municate consistently with my soldiers and nevef Ig
care for the soldiers entrusted to them, and to supg them uninformed. | will be fair and impartial when| rg
and advise the officers in commard| s e e a | ommending both rewards and punishment.
sol diers who truly inspi Officers of my unit will have maximum time toja
has distinguished itsel f| complishtheir duties; they will not have to acco
Sgt. Maj . (MD) John Ke| mine.!| wil earn their respect and confidence as e
Regiment served as Master of Ceremonies for the €\ that of my soldiers. | will be loyal to those with whpn

BN

will face, 6 said Kelly. | ciseinitatve by taking appropriate action in the atdd

Defense Force, we will achieve the highest standardy moral courage. | will not forget, nor will I allow|m
y eF?)rrrnereztcrgtar;; ?1: Ar?ny bete Geren namd comrades to forget that we are professionals, Nohc

\ _ missioned Officers, leaders!
2009 "Year of the NCO" to recognize the commitme
of NCOs to service and their willingness to make greart

0l dondot know what pr obl| serve: seniors, peers, and subordinates alike. | wjll &

en-
ugh
ves.




The Tenants of Leadership Beach and pattlgs along .the Ho Chi Minh Trall, to
current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

The Remarks of Brig. Gen. (MD) Courtney Wilg%ﬂs are the primary military leaders responsible

) executing the military organization's mission and
at the NCO Induction Ceremony training military personnel so they are prepared to exq

Good morningeéel bring 9nRieniskighgs from the Honor -

the

for
for
cute

able Martin O6Malley, GovVegnBief critRdl role REOs Pldyast pfovidh§ adif@

and Brig. Gen. James Adkins, the Adjutant General.  and guidance to the officer corps. This role is particu
When | heard early this year that the Secretary of fhghortant for junior officers, who often begin their ¢
Army had declared 2009 the Year of the NCO, it set Mgers in a position of authority but lack practical exp
thinking about the character and nature of the Marylapg.e including commanders at all levels and, in parti
Defense Force. officers of flag rank. Senior NCOs, with a wealth of le
As many of you know the MDDF or State Guard inyrship and mission training and experience are the

Maryland has a colorful history that spans more than 8fry |ink between the enlisted personnel and the offi
years. During WWI and WWII the force was constructgf| any military organization.

much more like a standard national guard unit, with @ | e g der shi péin some cas

our force numbered 4,500 state guardsmen and-minye; s e s 6| eader ship is thru

men, during WWII our ranks filled to capacity once again. \when | landed at Da Nang Air base in Vietnam|i

During the rebuilding and reconstitution of the; 971 t hey called me a s

MDDF in the early 24 century, the MDDF became there. Assigned to a reconnaissance platoon | qu
largely an officer corps filled with professional personnghned my first stripe. Because of the nature of wher
specifically lawyers, medical professionals, chaplains, ggfh assigned and what we were doing the ranks o

now engineers, finance, ceremonial and other specialigeoon were severely reduced by death and casua

professions. that, at the end of my first four months on the grour
Within the past two years, however, our enlisted agg were reduced to a squad.

NCO ranks have grown substantially. I think we allreal- That s when | was appoli

ized, largely through our experience in the field duripg, extreme youth, maybe it was the space and tim
Hurricanes Katrina and Ryjnlc wdslivihd at thaPriomentUThd burdeft & Rdg
bunch of officers and specialized professionals into thgi, that | felt when given that promotion was incredit
field by themselveseit dgif & folgh seM@htlon his\Whid tduf & buyecd

there was an entire layer of leadership missing. manding our former plato

Looking back at history: imagine the responsibility | was given for the ei
The Army has set apart its NCOs from other enlistegllisted men that served side by side with me.

Soldiers by distinctive insignia of grade since 1775. Before the sun would set on the next month, that

With more than 200 year;s, uogfh Se€| MgV isceer'g elahn&t Y. -
NCO Corps has distinguished itself as the worlds mastjiet and a third stripe appeared on my sleeve. Abo

accomplished group of military professionals. Historicgln 5 ripe old age of 19 years old, | found myself in ¢

and daily accounts of life as an NCO are exemplified \yang, far away from HQ, distant from any commissio
acts of courage, and a dedication and a willingness toydp f | c e r | in charge, i n

whatever it takes to complete the mission. NCOs hayggership was thrust upon me.
been celebrated for decorated service in military events\yhen | was airlifted out of Quang Nam on a litt
from Valley Forge to Gettysburg, to charges on Omaha
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after nearly nine months in the jungle, | proudly wore {
three distinctive stripes of a sergeant. One of only a h4
ful of survivors from that original platoon, reduced to
squad. | felt | had done my best. Only later did | crd
into the commissioned ranks.

The point in telling you this is so you know that
have a heart for the NCO. | have a heart for all thg

who seek leadership, | have a heart for all who are graptdjaryland Defense Force Band is to enhance commu
Lt f }ty relations, general recruitment, and troop morgle.

leadership by their peers, and | especially have a hea
who have leadership thrust upon them.

Now as members of the
combat. Although some of you might have in your pri
service. You might, however, be called upon to serve
state or another state in a time of emergency and/or
aster. In fact, many of you have been called upon in
recent past. You are called upon TODAY to fulfill o4
mission by providing service to the soldiers, airmen §
the families of the Maryland National Guard.

The tenants of leadership are the same. Your resg
sibilities, not only to the enlisted but to your officers a
command staff are the same.

We need you. It is my sincere hope that, in this Yea

of the NCO, you the NCO Corps of the MDDF will find
new life, new esprit de corps, new inspiration and n
responsibility as a result of this great day.

Before | close | want to recognize one of our ow
First Sgt. Buddy Scott.

| went to 1st Sgt. Scott some six months ago gndterd. He again praised the band for the work they R

asked him to take the lead in pulling this day togethg
think we all owe him a debt of gratitude for his leaders
in pulling together a team to design and execute the
MDDF NCO Summit.

Clearly, 1st Sgt. Scott has had leadership thrust uporoom in the Pikesville Armory this spring once rer

him.
Thank

service
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What began as a desire to have musical suppof
the Maryland Defense Force has grown into an organ
zation that has become a first rate ensemble that npus
| cally represents the Maryland Defense Force and th

seMaryland Military Department. The mission of the

s goal is to communicate the mission of the M
land Defense Force and the duties it performs for
M DM2rfAand Militany Bepdrtmentot | i kel y
or Since the summer the band has been busy dri
thilo refine its musical skills. The band has shown an
._pansion in force from 25 to 32 members, many
liSyhom are professional musicians.
the The band supported missions this Fall which
r cluded Veterans Day music at the B&O Railroad N
b ndpeum, Veterans Day ceremonies at Crownsville §

Cemetery, the MDDF NCO induction ceremony |n

Annapolis, the Joint Forces Headquarters Holigay
ONparty, and the Free State ChalleNGe program grafu
hd tion. In addition, the MDDF Band supported a con
cert at the Lincoln Memorial on November 19, the
date Abraham Lincoln delivered his Gettysburg Ad-
r

dress.

Brig. Gen. Alberto Jimenez commented on t
ewband at the Joint Forces Headquarters Holiday p4

He thanked for band for providing music and point

out that the band was amallunteer organization.
" The Adjutant General also singled out the band at

Senior Leadership Brief on December 9 at Camp H

ry-
the
lin
e
off

n_
lu

1%

-

he

ed
k th
ret
av
r. done in support of the Maryland Military Departmept.
hipTWO band members, Staff Sgt. (MD) Matt Basch @n
. Sgt. (MD) Paul Swenson, were recognized this yegr f
[i'Sfheir work on the MDDF Website.
The MDDF Band is planning to move into its band
O_
llo
St
0

vations are complete. This rehearsal space will g

for %j;ig???tﬁ geltwe%r%alns?(hedlf/h%guand A 8Iarce t?/
t @ ad@itioh fo #n€ Re®v roBm, thMRADDYE ICén|
b unmand Staftl has Gpprovedr audregs/cqggemanial db
uniform. The new uniform will add much to the
bandds professional app
establishing the band as a viable military musica
ganization in Maryland.

You can check out the band schedule and a
tional information at the band websitg
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MDDF Engineers Practice Disaster
Response Skills in Capstone Field Exercise

by Capt. (MD) James Eder, MDDF Engineer Corps

we had so many MDDF units involveghgineers, medi-
cal, communi cations, chapl
said Maj. (MD) Linda Chatterton, Engineér
Corps. 0OEveryone was abl e t|o
from the training and assimilated it into the field exer-
cise. | was proud to be a part of it and feel better abgut
our overall capabilityl learned there isnthusiasm for
these exercises amdlesire of everyone to strengthen qur
individual and unit skillls
The FTX was initiated on the evening of Thursday,
November 5th with a test |of
system that was developed to contact personnel in the
event of a recall. An advanced party deployed to Camp
Fretterd on the afternoon of November 6th to establ

tics. The advanced team spent the night at Camp
terd.

a threeday field training exercise (FTX) callech s s e mb | e d :31 t 0800 for t
Operation Ready Wedge. The goal oftheeas si gnment s. Col . Kel m| pr
ercise was to provide hasmsexperience to augment thetent. Brig. Gen. (MD) Courtney Wilson, commanding

previous field exercises. The exercise also incorporétesl assembled MDDF members. The engineers
t he MD D Médgal ReQiment to provide a realistiorganized into five assessment teams with a member of
first aid scenario. the 1@ Medical Regiment assigned to each team to gssist
"The purpose of exercise Ready Wedge 2009 wasith any medical needs, either as part of an exercise or
validate the extensive disaster assessment and respgnsee t o any oreal worl doé |[si
training that the Engineer Corps conducted during the The command staff presented the operational order
summer , 6 said Col . (MD) BOPORD)forkhe FTIX to the ceamri@adedsavho ther de-t
Engineer Corps. 0Thi s FVJekpedvaconfirindtien brieliandmnéam artlerso Mhe goh-
training where all the individual pieces were brought firmation brief required the team leaders to verbally| re-
gether for a final examination. This realistic exercise wé&ste the main points of the OPORD to confirm they Un-
based on a very possible scenario and the MDDF enggrstood the objectives and details of their missions. [This
neers and medical professionals forged a team which im@ant describing their understanding of the situation|and
shown that it can successfully complete the mission." mission, explaining how they planned to execute the or-
The exercise, built on a simulated hurricane scenader (the route they planned on using, checkpoints |and
provided training in command, control, and communicabjectives, approximate times that the teams will arriye at
tions, small unit leadership, disaster assessment, land B&gigned check points and objectives, tasks assigned tc
gation, field operations and survival, and first aid aedch team member, safety precautions to be used, [com-
emergency response. munications protocols, equipment needed, etc.), admjinis-
0This was the first ex etativd dues (prdoessingpfamst photd goeutnenthtjon, r

10



etc.), and command, logistics, and signal structure amdmarks on structures, and then using this information
procedures. to determine the extent of damage and to complete|the

The team leaders presented their confirmation briefquired assessment form. If the structure was a singdle or
verbally to the command staff at approximately 110@ultifamily residence or a business, it required an assess
They also developed map overlays that identified the loceent of the need for individual assistance. If it w
tion of all objectives and intermediate checkpoints asdmponent of public infrastructure, it required an assess-
the route they planned to use to reach each of thesent of the need for public assistance. Each assessmen
points. The command staff responded with critiques anequired team members to give their opinion on the |ex-
suggestions which were discussed with the individtehit and estimate of the cost of the damage. The team
team leaders. leader listened to their input and then determined the pest
way to complete the assessment forms.

When each team completed the disaster assessment a
their primary objective, they reported the results to the
operations center and then proceeded to their secondary
objective and repeated the process.

At a location determined by theth1ldedical Regi-
ment, a realistic first aid scenario using civilian volunteers
was inserted into the exercise. The teams were not|told
where this location would be, so they did not know when
to expect the scenario. The scenario consisted of three
or@lleayd victims; one w
partially covered with debris; another was located on|top
of a hill and was conscious, but unresponsive. The|last
victim was conscious and injured, but hysterical, adding to
the realism of the scenario and increasing the stress|leve

Team leaders use limited time to prepare their team ord8fsthe teams. Observers critiqued the response of ¢ach
team pausing the exercise as necessary to point out error:

other team members received refresher training on laodcorrectly respond.
navigation and communications procedures. The land 0 Thi s exer ci se was verly
navigation training consisted of lessons on usingtheleaneed f or t he Engi ne®moCdjip
satic compass and deter miamidn e xtehee i tseam@s slad da tdhognt t
map. Radio communications training involved learningrealistic and all patrols felt the urgency and heightened
listen prior to transmitting in order to not transmit oveanxiety. The exercise quickly demonstrated the need|for
another team, the proper method of identifying the teateadership, quick assessment of the situation, and setting
team accountability, the phonetic radio alphabet, apdorities. Triaging the victims is critical. While we have
other standard protocols. done well with our "handm" training in CPR and first
At noon, the team leaders assembled their teams adl we have work to do in handling the overall manage-
issued their orders. This order provided the team meme nt of a di saster scenej
bers with more specific details on the execution of the Col. Kelm rated the FTX a success. The staff dem-
mission and provided each team member their spectitstrated its ability to plan and manage multiple comnpo-
assignments, a list of their objectives, a list of the tasksémts of a complex field exercise. MDDF Engineers were
be completed at each objective, the routes to be used, ablg to obtain all of the needed tools to successfully dom-
the equipment needed to complete these tasks. plete the exercise, such as maps, computers, softyvare
The teams then proceeded to their primary objective@mmunications gear,-gacks, and first aid supplies. A
The disaster assessment exercise consisted of a serieffegtive command post was established that ably moni-
photographs of damaged buildings with a brief descripred and managed five field teams. The field teams all
tion of each. The assessment required the teams to lawknaged to reach their objectives, complete their assess
for evidence of the extent of damage to each structureents at each objective, and deal with a first aid emer-
depicted. This meant structural damage such as cradyekcy insert. The engineers were also able to work effec-
walls and damaged roofs, water damage such as hightwely with elements of t®edical, G6, and the Chaplai

(continued on next page)
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Corps.

Refl ecti on t he

ng

NCOs, otraining, land National Guard,
training, and morep which has been mobi-
training.o lized by the Governor.

also planned, coordi
nated and delivered a
logistics requirements
for the FTX.
ol | ear né
MDDF has a great/[d
wealth of knowledgeli
because of the wide
variety of background
and specialties eac

state of emergency for the entire state and is prepari
MD D F Gask the Rresidenteoitthe fJroted (btsites aordecldre Mag)
oping a stronger noncommissioned officer corps, 1st SgtFederal Disaster Area. MEMA assessment teamg
(MD) Buddy Scott summed up the role of the enginepersonnel are deployed across the State, as is the

MEMA has requested
through the Adjutant
General that the Mary-
land Defense Force
deploy disaster asses
ment teams to the
town of Atkinsville,

Md. to assess damage

from the hurricane,
provide a rough esti-

ng to
land
5 and
Mary

me mber p 0 S| mate of damage to
Capt. (MD) Matthew [# support a |Go
Holland, Engineer request for disaster
Corps. 0 The fii declaration, and to
exercise taught me provide recommenda-
that being level tions for temporary
headed helps in an emergency, but unless | know howepairs and prioritization of relief efforts.

save someone from possible death, | will still fail my ulti- The excessive rains have resulted in Lake Wilson

mate mission.l need to increase my knowledge of firsbvertopping its primary dam, causing the Duears River to
aid. | would say the FTX exceeded my expectations, é®od to a point 10 feet above flood stage, and thus oyer-
pecially when we incorporated radios and proper terrtop another dam further downstream. Floodwaters have

nol ogy. ¢
0Most

scoured the riverbanks and have caused damage to the
i mportantly, 6 Kel\isseasdBddgedwhichocrosseslowerathre iDegedrs Riverp Md.

tant lessons in a safe and controlled environment that Rdute 25 crosses the Vissers Bridge and is the main [route
to better training and more experienced and ready persserving Atkinsville, Md. The two dams on the Dueprs

nel . 06

River have currently held, but there is concern by the lo-

cal public works officials as to the structural integrity of

Exercise Scenario

these two earthen dams. Additionally, Conticello Gas|and

The exercise was developed using the following s&#ectric has a power plant which serves Atkinsville @and

nario:
On Wednesday and Thursday, Novembgr2D09,

the local area near Lake Wilson, and the plant manager
has reported concerns regarding the earthen dam| and

Hurricane Linda, a Category Ill Hurricane, hit the easteflooding of the power plant should the dam fail. The ¢ity

seaboard of the United States.

The eye of the stoohAtkinsville has suffered wind and water damage With

passed through the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and tmeajor damage to the Minken Memorial Hospital, which is
passed through the Annapolis area and Washington, D€ing heavily utilized due to a high number of personnel

where the storm was downgraded to a tropical stormjuries caused by the storm.
Winds hitting the Eastern Shore hit speeds of 125 MPH. First responders have been responding to requests for
When the storm hit Washington, DC, the winds had beeassistance for more than 24 hours. Due to the size of the
reduced to 72 MPH. There has been significant wistorm and the breakdown in communications infrastiuc-
damage from the storm. However, the 15 inches of rdure, there are still isolated areas where emergency medi
that occurred during the storm caused the greatestl and rescue are still required.
amount of damage to the area. Please note that the towns, roads, bridges, and
The Governor of the State of Maryland declared tares named above are fictitious.

fea-
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10th Med Get Its Boots Muddy

n a chilly
Saturday
morning in

late November, 28
medical profession-
als from the Mary-
land Defense
For c & Medical
Regiment (10
MED) formed up
on the flight line of -
the Easton Regional
Airport to begin a with the capabilities
oneday field train- [ _ of ambulance crews
ing exercise (FTX) and ambulance

sponders in dealing
with  mass casual-
ties.

o0Many m ¢
professionals actually
have very little ex-
perience in working
with ambulance
crews and first re-
sponders, O
Minken.

oFamil i a

dubbed ORambo One. 0 equipment is crucial to promote cooperative work cor
The goal of the exercise, as explained by Col. (MD)i ons and mut ual respect|.
Stan Minken, commander of"IIED, was to familiarize After the unit moved to remote field site, it wa
the regi mentds medical pjeneds by & teanh of aemkathmedice feom ahie iMaryig
field environment under both civil and military condiArmy National Guard (MDARNG) who established
tions. Battalion Aid Station (BAS) and explained how en

oMembers of this wunit ¢eacy anedicihee is plaitered ini aa Militaoyf envir
tasked in both civilian and military arenas and must unent. Since the MDARNG has both a combat and ci
derstand the basics of delivering care and working wittission, it is very likely that MDDF medical person

other agency personnel in multiple disaster situations arguld be tasked to operate in or with a BAS even in a
side the <clinical enviroemaganty, 6 said Minken. 0 My
with this exercise was to develop an appreciation ofteam-0 Thi s aspect of the ex
work in a disaster situation with the understanding thidtat i o n a | Guard wor ks an
leadership must be exhibited and working under that ledlr n k e n . 0Our mission 1is

ership must be cooper at i peratiée that we be familiar with their protocols ard $

The training began with the familiarization of a lighip to provide seamless and appropriate support.
aircraft. Personnel were shown how to approach aircraft, 6 Secondari |l vy, it was
enter the cockpit and passenger areas, shut down theMDARNG to our personnel and capabilities to furth
gine, and remove an injured occupant. foster a cooperative att

Next, a civilian ambulance crew demonstrated the During this part of the training, Command Sgt. M
capabilities, equipment and procedures used by firstbeenal d Connol |y el¥3 Infdntey

(continued on next pag
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Battalion demonstrated the field load carried by soldiers o My goal s i n planning

t hi

in combat.After donning his Kevlar helmet, body armormedical personnel in a field environment with the neef to
loadbearing equipment, and rucksack totaling more thanderstand improvisation and working in less than igdeal
100 pounds, he expl ai ne dgituatioosM@®ddd&ble alirgpersomnel 0 be ceady t integrate

many of the preand posteployment medical evalua-into a muliMDDF unit exercise in the future, and tp

tions for our guardsmen.want them to understand the develop a sense of team and mutual respect for the ¢apa-

physical demands of operating in combat sotheycantet- | i t i es of other wunits.
ter understand the ailments and injuries that many of our 0 | t h o GFOXhwias trierheadously valuaht

(0]

sol diers are experienci n gnldorthe training, all of which was interesting and real

Many of the medical professionals donned the geaorld applicable, arlmlt alsofor the camaraderie that i
themselves to experience it firsthand. fostered, 6 added Hettingd
spend a day with more thal
a couple of our teammate
in such an interesting an(
enjoyabl e manr

OMy sense f
tion and feedback is ouf
goal s were a
cluded Minken. But more
training is on the way sec-
ond exercise is Dbeing
planned that will focus on
specialized care for specifi
injuries. 106 MED now has
five advanced trauma lifg
support instructors who
were trained under a MDDH
-DoD grant.

oThis was t
intent of obtaining the

0The physical | oad our gsahndi ér sacdr Mynken.tr Wi
and the implications for health problems are wide rangew provide more intensive and focused training.

er
N
5
)

ne
I O

ch

O

he

tn rd
My

ing, 6 said Lt. Col . ( MD )goalWsatd maker us dHshidwtasenfay ehe Marylana MilvaDy

physician. ol t i's one thheipnagr ttmenki ¥t en t o one (
diersdescribe his combat load, and it is entirely another Col. Minken is openly proud of the capabilitiestof ]
to actually wear Kevlar awED.1 000E vpeoruyn dnse nobfe rs t auff ft.
During the BAS training, the MDDF personnel werenent should know that the tLBED is trained to do
also instructed on proper procedures for transporting inhat we are tasked to do and that we are ready to su
jured personnel in the field using a litter. or augment all units with medical bagk . 6
The exercise continued with training in disaster site
triage, primary casualty assessment, and the psychologi-
calaspects of a disaster for both victims and responders.
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Thru the lens

]

Captions:

1. Swearinm of new members and promotions at the Engineer

FTX, Camp Fretterd, 7 November.
2. A civilian ambulance crew demonstrated first responder
nigues, Easton Airport, 21 November.

tech-

3. Lt. Col. Krisanda explains the controls in the cockpit of a light

aircraft, Easton Airport, 21 November.
4. Engineers conduct disaster assessment training at Canj
terd, 7 November.
5. MDDF members representing several units man a recr
table at the Maryland State Fair, 22 August.

6. Command Sgt. Maj. Sann addresses MDDF NCOs and
sents a copy of the NCO Creed, Annapolis, 17 October.
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